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Arash Bashirullah Set to Join UHCOP as New Dean Jan. 1

Pending approval by the UH System
Board of Regents, Arash Bashirullah,
Ph.D., has been named the next UHCOP
dean, beginning Jan. 1, 2026.

Bashirullah currently serves as professor
and associate dean for research and gradu-
ate education at the University of Wiscon-
sin—-Madison School of Pharmacy, where
he is also executive director of the Lachman
Institute for Pharmaceutical Development.

A three-time Teacher of the Year, Kavli
Fellow of the National Academy of Sciences
and a Big Ten Academic Alliance-Academic
Leadership Program Fellow, he has held
leadership roles on numerous UW-Madison
committees and task forces.

Cuny Receives $3.96M NIH Grant
to Combat Deadly Parasitic Infections

Bashirullah's research examines hormonal
signaling regulation and intracellular lipid
trafficking linked to neurodegenerative
diseases, with work published in leading
international journals.

He also serves as senior advisory edi-

tor for Genetics, the flagship journal of the
Genetics Society of America.

Before joining UW-Madison, he complet-
ed postdoctoral fellowships at the University
of Utah and Yale University. He earned his
bachelor’s degree in chemistry from the
University of Winnipeg and Ph.D. in biology
from the California Institute of Technology.

Bashirullah succeeds F. Lamar Pritchard,
Ph.D., R.Ph., who has led the college since
2009. College highlights of Pritchard's ten-
ure include constructing a state-of-the-art
academic/research building, setting college
records in research funding and NAPLEX
first-time pass rates, and securing eight en-
dowed professorships and an endowed chair.

SIDP Recognizes Garey with

Gregory Cuny, Ph.D,, Joseph
P. & Shirley Shipman Buckley
Endowed Professor
of Drug Discovery,
has been awarded a
five-year, $3.96 million
National Institute of
Allergy and Infectious
Diseases grant to
develop urgently
needed treatments for
Cryptosporidium infections.

Caused by protozoan parasites
C. hominis and C. parvum,
Cryptosporidium kills more
than 50,000 children under 5
each year and poses serious risks
to immunocompromised adults.
Cryptosporidium stands alone
among the top four diarrheal
pathogens with no effective
treatments or vaccines.

The CDC classifies it as a

potential bioterrorism agent
due to its ability to contaminate
water supplies.

Cuny’s multi-
institutional team
aims to target CDPK1,
an enzyme essential
for parasite survival,
to develop new
therapies. The drugs
will be designed for

enterohepatic recycling,
prolonging intestinal exposure
while limiting systemic effects.

Project collaborators include
UHCOP's Ming Hu, Ph.D., and
Kevin Garey, Pharm.D., M..S,,
FASHP, FIDSA, FCCP, BCIDP;
University of Washington's
Wesley Van Voorhis, M.D.,
Ph.D.; and Tufts University's
Saul Tzipori, DVM, Ph.D,, DSc,,
FRCVS.

Outstanding Mentor Award

Kevin Garey, Pharm.D., M.S., FASHP, FIDSA, FCCP, BCIDP,
received the 2025 Outstanding Mentor Award from the Soci-
ety of Infectious Diseases Pharmacists during IDWeek 2025
Oct. 19-22, in Atlanta, Ga.

Garey began his mentorship journey
by co-founding a two-year Infectious
Diseases Pharmacy Fellowship at CHI St.
Luke’s Health-Baylor St. Luke’s Medical
Center in 2006 with fellow Professor Vin-
cent Tam, Pharm.D., FIDSA, FIDP, BCIDP,
and their Baylor St. Luke's colleagues.

Modeled after Garey's own fellowship
experience, the program fosters inde-
pendent, research-driven leaders. More than 50 infectious
diseases pharmacists worldwide have graduated from the
program.

In addition to mentoring Pharm.D. students, visiting schol-
ars, and Ph.D. trainees, Garey continues to advise colleagues
across academia and industry. In recent years, he also has of-
fered a summer research experience for high school students.

The University of Houston is an EQ institution.



College News

College Recognizes Ahmad, Biundo with Alumni, Achievement Awards

At the UHCOP 2025 Mading Society
Induction & Dinner Sept. 26 in Houston, the
college presented Shawn Ahmad, Pharm.D.
('18), R.Ph., with the Pharmacist Alumnus
of the Year Award and Bruce Biundo, R.Ph.
(B.S.’61), FACA, with the Meritorious
Achievement Award.

Ahmad serves as pharmacist at Stone Gate
Pharmacy in San Antonio and president
of the UH Pharmacy Alumni Association.
He has been active in the Texas Pharmacy
Association (TPA) since his student days. He

was elected to the TPA Board of Directors
in 2023 and now serves as treasurer of the
Texas Pharmacy Foundation (TPF).

Now retired, Biundo has been a tireless
supporter of pharmacy at the local, state and
university levels. During his career in inde-
pendent, chain and consulting pharmacy, he
has held key leadership positions within the
TPA, TPF, and TPA PharmPAC. At UHCOP,
Biundo served as Dean’s Advisory Council
co-chair and Capital Campaign chair.

His past honors include TPA Pharmacist
of the Year, R. Louis Rumsey PharmPAC
Member of the Year, and UHCOP Pharma-
cist Alumnus of the Year.

PREMIER Center Co-hosted Houston-Harris County Drug Summit Focuses on Jail System

Nearly 400 representatives from law enforcement, health care,
government, social services, and academia attended the Houston-
Harris County Drug Summit Aug. 1 at UH.

Co-hosted by The PREMIER Center at UHCOP and the Hous-
ton-Harris County Office of Drug Policy, the summit focused on
improving care transitions for individuals leaving jail and expand-
ing the recovery workforce.

The event featured panel experts from Harris Health System, the
Harris County Sheriff’s Office, and the Houston Recovery Center,
as well as a keynote by Douglas Ziedonis, M.D., MPH, of Striver
Health Innovations.

Sponsored by multiple community partners, the summit fostered
collaboration to strengthen justice and health system coordination
and long-term recovery efforts.

UHCOP has been named a recipient of the Insight Into
Academia magazine’s 2025 Excellence in Mental Health and
Well-Being Award, a national honor recognizing 70 institu-
tions—including only two colleges of pharmacy—for their
exceptional commitment to campus-wide mental health.

This recognition reflects the college’s investment in emotional

well-being, student advocacy, faculty engagement, and institu-
tional change.

These priorities have been consistently championed by
UHCOP over the past decade, especially following the 2019
formation of a Student Wellness Advisory Council comprising

students, faculty and administrators.

Student News

SNPhA, IPhO Chapters Earn National Honors

The UHCOP Chapters of the Student National Pharmaceutical
Association (SNPhA) and the Industry Pharmacists Organization
(IPhO) recently secured national recognition for their chapters.

At the SNPhA National Conference Aug. 1-4 in Cincinnati, the
UHCOP chapter won Chapter of the Year and six National Initiative
Awards for Operation Immunization, Project Keepsake (chronic
kidney disease awareness), Mental Health, Fighting Diabetes, Power
to End Stroke/Smoking Cessation, and Remember the Ribbon
(HIV/AIDS education).

Chapter members Michael Crichlow and Khanh Nguyen won
the Kroger Clinical Skills Competition, with Gia Tran and Ogechi
Ngwakwe named as finalists. In addition, Crichlow won Com-
munity Leader of the Year; Ngwakwe and Victoria Briggs were
appointed 2025-26 National Bridging the Gap Chair and National
Remember the Ribbon Chair, respectively; and five students earned
national scholarships.

At the IPhO virtual Annual Meeting Sept. 4-7, the UHCOP
Chapter received national community service/philanthropy “best
practice" honors for its outreach event with the National Marrow
Donor Program.

At the annual Houston Mayor’s Back 2 School Fest Aug. 2,
Pharm.D. students engaged in more than 1,300 educational
encounters to support the health of Houston-area children and
families. Students provided blood pressure and blood glucose
screenings, immunization record reviews and educational
outreach topics ranging from medication safety, exercise and
nutrition to chronic kidney disease, stroke and cancer. Among
the preceptors for the event were members of the UHCOP
faculty and Gulf Coast Society of Health-System Pharmacists.




Faculty @ Research News

College Welcomes 5 New Faculty Members Across 3 Departments

Yibo Fan, M.D., Ph.D,, assistant professor, earned her
M.D. and Ph.D. at China Medical University. She com-
pleted postdoctoral training at the University of Texas—
MD Anderson Cancer Center in the Department of
Gastrointestinal Medical Oncology and Cancer Biology.

Fan’s research targets the molecular mechanisms driving gastric
cancer progression and drug resistance. Using spatial transcrip-
tomics, single-cell and bulk RNA sequencing, she created a de-
tailed molecular map of the disease. She also developed genetically
engineered and patient-derived models, enabling preclinical testing
and advancing discovery-driven strategies to improve gastric cancer
therapy.

Sai Sudha Koka, Ph.D., FAHA, R.Ph,, associate profes-
sor, completed her master and bachelor of pharmacy
degrees at Andhra University in India, Ph.D. in pharma-
cology and toxicology from Eberhard Karls University
of Tuebingen in Germany, and postdoctoral training at
Virginia Commonwealth University.

Koka studies how gut microbe—derived metabolites contribute to
vascular dysfunction and inflammation in diabetic, obese, and aging
populations using diverse experimental models. Her research is cur-
rently funded by grants from the National Institutes of Health and
American Heart Association.

Fanfei Meng, Ph.D., assistant professor, completed
postdoctoral training in immunoengineering at Purdue
University after completing a joint Ph.D. in Pharmaceu-
tical Engineering program between Purdue and China

Pharmaceutical University.

Meng pioneers nanomedicine and immunotherapy, developing
nucleic acid therapeutics, immunostimulatory carriers, and nano-
platforms for cancer, sepsis, and metabolic diseases, including lipid
nanoparticles for mRNA delivery and nanomedicine strategies to
overcome immune-cold tumor resistance.

Tiansheng Wang, Pharm.D., Ph.D,, assistant profes-
sor, earned his Ph.D. in epidemiology from the Univer-
sity of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, where he later
completed a three-year postdoctoral fellowship under
leading researcher Til Stiirmer, M.D., MPH, Ph.D. He re-
ceived his Pharm.D. and M.S. in pharmaceutical sciences
from North Dakota State University.

Wang's research centers on evaluating the safety and effectiveness
of medications by developing and applying causal inference and
machine learning techniques to large-scale administrative health
databases.

Ellen Yin, Pharm.D., BCCP, clinical assistant profes-
sor, earned her Pharm.D. from Purdue University Col-
lege of Pharmacy and completed both PGY-1 and PGY-2
residencies at Baylor St. Luke’s Medical Center, special-
izing in cardiology pharmacy practice.

Most recently, she served as Pharmacy Manager for Medication
Use and Formulary Management at the University of Texas Medi-
cal Branch, where she oversaw formulary operations across four
campuses, led cost-saving initiatives and directed medication use
evaluations. Yin's research interests include anticoagulation man-
agement in mechanical circulatory support devices and advanced
heparin monitoring strategies.

Five faculty members have received promotions, effective Sept.
1: Juliana Fernandez, Pharm.D. ('06), clinical professor; Bin Guo,
Ph.D,, professor with tenure; Divya Varkey, Pharm.D., M.S,, clinical
professor; Joshua Wollen, Pharm.D., clinical associate professor;
and Mingfu Wu, Ph.D., professor with tenure.

Hua Chen, M.D., Ph.D,, professor, was awarded a $846,528
National Institute of Child Health and Human Development grant
for her project, "Using a Large Electronic Health Record Database to
Characterize SSRI's Effect on Height Growth."

Hanyue (Cathy) Liao, Ph.D. student, earned a Student Abstract
Award at the 2025 American College of Clinical Pharmacology An-
nual Meeting Sept. 14-16 in Phoenix, Ariz., for her project, “Ratio-
nal Dose Modification of Atorvastatin and Rosuvastatin in Obese
Patients Post-Gastric Bypass Surgery."

Samuel Ofili, Ph.D. student, was recognized with a Best Presenta-
tion Award at the International Conference on Pharmacy and Phar-
macology ICPP 2025: XIX Oct. 23-24 in Houston for, "Examining
the Association Between Quality of Life and Healthcare Expenditure
Among Older Adults with Arthritis in the United States.”

Dipali V. Rinker, Ph.D., LPC, research assistant professor, re-
ceived a $250,000 Short-term Community-based Opioid Recovery

Effort Grant from the Texas Opioid Abatement Fund Council for her

UHCOP's research productivity moved the college up to
spots to No. 25 from the prior year in National Institutes of
Health funding in the recently released American Association
of Colleges of Pharmacy's fiscal year 2023-24 national research
rankings. While UHCOP's ranking among all-source funding
remained steady at No. 30 in the nation, the amount set a new
record for the college at a little over $15 million.

project, “From Screen to Support: HIV & Substance Use in Houston.”

MariVi Tejada-Simén, Ph.D., M.Ed,, associate professor, recently
completed her Fulbright Specialist assignment at Universidad
Zamorano in Honduras.



Recent Publications

Opportunities in stroke care at safety net hospitals: A socioecological
perspective. Sharrief A, Wollen J, Almohamad M, Denny MC, Jones E,
Venkatachalam AM, Navalkele D, Chandra S, Ahmed M, Pratt R, Shy BD,
McMenamy J, Izeogu C, Skolarus LE, Ifejika NL, Gonzales NR. Equity
Neurosci. 2025 Apr;1(1):100005. doi: 10.1016/j.neuros.2025.100005. Epub
2025 Jun 4.

Does Concomitant Psychostimulants Mitigate Second-Generation
Antipsychotics-Associated Weight Gain? An Observational Study Based
on Electronic Medical Records Data. Lyu N, Rowan PJ, Varisco T], Abug-
hosh S, Lin Y, Chen H. J Child Adolesc Psychopharmacol. 2025 Apr 14.
doi: 10.1089/cap.2024.0135.

Effects of the Prescription Drug Monitoring Program Mandate on Que-
ries of Controlled Substance Prescriptions: Findings from Texas. Olateju
OA, Shrestha M, Altaie A, Varisco T], Thornton JD. ] Am Pharm Assoc
(2003). 2025 Apr 15:102402. doi: 10.1016/j.japh.2025.102402.

An intranasally administered IgM protects against antigenically distinct
subtypes of influenza A viruses. Ramesh AK, Sivaccumar JP, Ye X, Yang L,
Guo H, Chin CN, Ha S, Shiver JW, Strohl WR, Xu Y, Du H, Zhou T, Zhang
N, XuK, Liu X, Fu TM, An Z. Nat Commun. 2025 Apr 29;16(1):4025. doi:
10.1038/541467-025-59294-0.

Non-adherence of cyclin-dependent kinases 4 and 6 inhibitors reduces
overall and progression-free survival in patients with hormone receptor-
positive breast cancer. Lau C, LaBorde K, Fatima B, Alfartosy SS,
Abughosh S, De La Torre R, Brown EN, Trivedi MV. Breast Cancer Res
Treat. 2025 Jul;212(1):71-78. doi: 10.1007/s10549-025-07701-x. Epub 2025
Apr 16.

You Deserve to Be Here: Evidence-Based Management Strategies for
Pharmacy Students Battling Imposter Phenomenon. Guerrero T, Rosario
N, Wollen J, Vu A, Davis S. Am ] Pharm Educ. 2025 Jun;89(6):101406. doi:
10.1016/j.ajpe.2025.101406. Epub 2025 Apr 20.

Understanding the Role of Adipokines in Cardiometabolic Dysfunction:
A Review of Current Knowledge. Datta S, Koka S, Boini KM. Biomol-
ecules. 2025 Apr 23;15(5):612. doi: 10.3390/biom15050612.

Cardiovascular dysfunction and altered lysosomal signaling in a murine
model of acid sphingomyelinase deficiency. Wang YT, Moura AK, Zuo R,
Roudbari K, Hu JZ, Khan SA, Wang Z, Shentu Y, Wang M, Li PL, Hao J,
Zhang Y, Li X. ] Mol Med (Berl). 2025 May;103(5):599-617. doi: 10.1007/
s00109-025-02542-z. Epub 2025 Apr 15.

Clostridioides difficile is a bacterial priority pathogen. Smits WK, Garey
KW, Riley TV, Johnson S. Anaerobe. 2025 Jun;93:102965. doi: 10.1016/j.
anaerobe.2025.102965. Epub 2025 Apr 25.

Assessment of Professional Identity Formation and Influencing Factors
in Student Pharmacists. Dunn KM, Varisco TJ, Tolleson SR, Shamsi
A, Wallace DA, Nguyen KA, Varkey DA. Am ] Pharm Educ. 2025
Jun;89(6):101415. doi: 10.1016/j.ajpe.2025.101415. Epub 2025 Apr 27.

Mitigation of nicotine-induced podocyte injury through inhibition of
thioredoxin interacting protein. Datta S, Rahman MA, Koka S, Boini
KM. Biomed Pharmacother. 2025 Jun;187:118110. doi: 10.1016/j.bio-
pha.2025.118110. Epub 2025 Apr 30.

Cheminformatic identification of small molecules targeting acute myeloid
leukemia. Daneman MR, Meika B, Tjahjono E, Revtovich AV, Stolbov LA,
Gilbertson SR, Poroikov VV, Kirienko NV. bioRxiv [Preprint]. 2025 May
24:2025.05.20.655224. doi: 10.1101/2025.05.20.655224.

Antibiofilm properties of 4-hydroxy-3-methyl-2-alkenylquinoline, a
novel Burkholderia-derived alkaloid. Williams MD, Sweeney TR, Trieu
S, Orugunty R, Barbour A, Younesi F, Glogauer M, Hansanant N, Shin R,
Lu S-E, Cao K, Tenorio A, Haidacher SJ, Haag AM, Horvath TD, Smith
L. mSphere. 2025 May 27;10(5):e0108124. doi: 10.1128/msphere.01081-24.
Epub 2025 May 8.

The TWEAK/Fn14 signaling mediates skeletal muscle wasting dur-

ing cancer cachexia. Tomaz da Silva M, Roy A, Vuong AT, Joshi AS,
Josphien C, Trivedi MV, Hindi SM, Narkar VA, Kumar A. iScience. 2025
May 30;28(7):112714. doi: 10.1016/j.isci.2025.112714. eCollection 2025 Jul
18.

Mitigation of nicotine-induced podocyte injury through inhibition of
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thioredoxin interacting protein. Datta S, Rahman MA, Koka S, Boini
KM. Biomed Pharmacother. 2025 Jun;187:118110. doi: 10.1016/j.bio-
pha.2025.118110. Epub 2025 Apr 30.

Targeting NLRP3 signaling with a novel sulfonylurea compound for
the treatment of vascular cognitive impairment and dementia. Akif A,
Nguyen TTM, Liu L, Xu X, Kulkarni A, Jiang ], Zhang Y, Hao J. Fluids
Barriers CNS. 2025 Jun 3;22(1):55. doi: 10.1186/512987-025-00665-6.

Association between buprenorphine adherence for opioid use disorder
and clinical events and healthcare spending among older patients. Olateju
OA, Shrestha M, Thornton JD. ] Subst Use Addict Treat. 2025 Jun
10;176:209740. doi: 10.1016/j.josat.2025.209740.

Efficacy, safety, pharmacokinetics, and associated microbiome changes of
ibezapolstat compared with vancomycin in adults with Clostridioides dif-
ficile infection: a phase 2b, randomised, double-blind, active-controlled,
multicentre study. Eubank TA, Jo J, Alam M]J, Begum K, McPherson JK,
Le TM, Horvath TD, Haidacher SJ, Poggio EC, Lin R, Yue CS, Ducharme
MP, Koudssi G, Mercier J, Alder JD, Silverman MH, Garey KW; Ibezapol-
stat Phase 2 Investigator Group. Lancet Microbe. 2025 Jun 11:101126. doi:
10.1016/j.lanmic.2025.101126.

Fast photostable expansion microscopy using QDots and deconvolution.
Gunawardhana L, Moree W, Guo J, Artur C, Womack T, Eriksen JL,
Mayerich D. PLoS One. 2025 Jun 13;20(6):¢0325155. doi: 10.1371/journal.
pone.0325155. eCollection 2025.

Ubiquitination-targeted therapies improve BMD iPSC myogenic cell
engraftment and dystrophin expression in vivo. Liu M, Chatterjee S, Wu
J, Kashaniasl Z, Kumar A, Lin C, Darabi R. Mol Ther Methods Clin Dev.
2025 Jun 16;33(3):101515. doi: 10.1016/j.0omtm.2025.101515. eCollection
2025 Sep 11.

Exploring the Landscape of Biomarkers in Spinal Cord Injury. Scheuren
PS, Kondiles BR, Filous AR, Bloom OE, Chow DS, Field-Fote EC, Freund
P, Guest JD, Kwon BK, Kyritsis N, Leptak C, Perez MA, Szapacs M, West
CR, Tansey K, Hsieh JTC, Jones L. Top Spinal Cord Inj Rehabil. 2025
Spring;31(2):1-12. doi: 10.46292/sci24-00076. Epub 2025 Jun 19.

A Parent-Metabolite Middle-Out PBPK Model for Genistein and Its
Glucuronide Metabolite in Rats: Integrating Liver and Enteric Metabolism
with Hepatobiliary and Enteroluminal Transport to Assess Glucuronide
Recycling. Ramisetty BS, Singh R, Hu M, Wang MZ. Pharmaceutics. 2025
Jun 23;17(7):814. doi: 10.3390/pharmaceutics17070814.

Association Between Gabapentinoid Use and Changes in Claims-Based
Frailty Among Long-Term Opioid Users. Westra J, Raji M, Baillargeon J,
Aparasu RR, Kuo YF. Drugs Aging. 2025 Jul;42(7):633-642. doi: 10.1007/
$40266-025-01216-2. Epub 2025 Jun 18.

Hydrocodone Rescheduling and Opioid Prescribing Disparities in

Breast Cancer Patients. Shen C, Ikram M, Zhou S, Klein R, Leslie D,
Thornton JD. Cancers (Basel). 2025 Jun 25;17(13):2146. doi: 10.3390/can-
cers17132146.

Preexisting Diabetes and Pregnancy: An Endocrine Society and European
Society of Endocrinology Joint Clinical Practice Guideline. Wyckoff JA,
Lapolla A, Asias-Dinh BD, Barbour LA, Brown FM, Catalano PM, Corcoy
R, Di Renzo GC, Drobycki N, Kautzky-Willer A, Murad MH, Stephenson-
Gray M, Tabak AG, Weatherup E, Zera C, Singh-Ospina N. Eur ] Endocri-
nol. 2025 Jun 30;193(1):G1-G48. doi: 10.1093/ejendo/Ivaf116.

Association Between Opioid Use and Emergency Department Visits for
Spine-Related Disorders. Okeke C, Okoye G, Thornton JD. ] Pain Res.
2025 Jul 10;18:3493-3504. doi: 10.2147/JPR.S519382. eCollection 2025.

Sensory neuron-expressed FGF13 controls nociceptive signaling in
diabetic neuropathy models. Singh AK, Bernabucci M, Dvorak NM,
Haghighijoo Z, Di Re J, Goode NA, Kadakia FK, Maile LA, Folorunso
00, Wadsworth PA, Tapia CM, Wang P, Wang J, Chen H, Xue Y, Singh J,
Hankerd K, Gamez 1], Kager M, Truong V, Walsh P, Shiers SI, Kuttanna
N, Liao H, Marchi M, Salvi E, D’Amato I, D’Amico D, Arman P, Faber
CG, Malik RA, de Tommaso M, Ziegler D, Rajarathnam K, Green TA,
Grace PM, Sapio MR, ladarola MJ, Cuny GD, Chow DS, Lauria Pinter
G, Davidson S, Green DP, La JH, Chung JM, Zhou J, Price TJ, Salisbury E,
Yuan S, Laezza F. ] Clin Invest. 2025 Jul 15;135(14):e183749. doi: 10.1172/
JCI183749. eCollection 2025 Jul 15.
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